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Minutes
City of Cottage Grove

Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission Meeting
June 12th, 2023

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Cottage Grove Parks, Recreation and Natural 
Resources Commission Meeting was held on June 12th, 2023.

I. CALL TO ORDER & READING OF MISSION
Meeting called to order at 6:20pm on the tour bus.

II. Roll Call
Members Present: Samanthia Crabtree, David Olson, Adam Larson, Shane 
Waterman, Debra Gustafson

Members Absent: Susannah Brown, Kelly Glasford, & Breck Miller

Others Present: Zac Dockter Parks & Recreation Director, Jim Fohrman Parks 
Superintendent, Molly Pietruszewski Recreation Services Manager, Jordan 
Hirman, Recreation Facilities Manager, Audrey Wright Recreation Intern, Tony 
Khambata City Council Liaison, Lisa Rediske, Public Services Commissioner, 
Ron Kath, Public Services Commissioner, Lisa Hartfiel, Resident

III. Approval of Agenda
A Motion to approve agenda made by Commissioner Larson. Seconded by 
Commissioner Olson. Agenda approved.

IV. Approval of Minutes
A Motion to approve minutes from May 8th, 2023 made by Commissioner 
Gustafson. Seconded by Commissioner Waterman. Minutes approved.

V. Open Forum-None - None

VI. Presentations - None
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VII. Action Items - None
VIII. Presentation Of Information

a. Park Tour
i. Zac lead the Commission and guests on a tour that included visits to 

Glacial Valley Park, Shepards Farm, Highlands Park, Sunnyhill Park, 
Antler’s Ridge, Peter Thompson Park, Still Ponds Park, Oltman 
Middle School, Oakwood Park and Hamlet Park.

IX. Action Updates – None

X. Donation and Acknowledgements – None

XI. Staff Reports & Educational Materials - None

XII. Commission Comments – None

XIII. Council Comments – None

XIV. Adjournment- Motioned by Commissioner Olson & seconded by Commissioner 
Larson. Meeting Adjourned at 7:45pm.
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To: Honorable Mayor and City Council
Jennifer Levitt, City Administrator

From:
CC:

Zac Dockter, Parks and Recreation Director

Date: July 20, 2023

Subject: Mississippi Dunes Landscape Restoration Grant

Introduction
The City recently acquired the former Mississippi Dunes Golf Course.  The site would benefit from 
habitat restoration efforts to eliminate invasive species and foster growth of native prairie, wetland and 
Oak Savanna habitat.  Doing so improves parkland habitat and ecology while also beautifying 
community open space.  

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources Conservation Partners Legacy (CPL) Grant program 
has a mission of restoring, protecting, and enhancing wetlands, prairie, forest and habitat for fish, game 
and wildlife.  The CPL Grant is designed by the DNR to partner with regional and local organizations to 
achieve said mission through Legacy Grant funding.  Funding for the CPL program is from the Outdoor 
Heritage Fund created by the people of Minnesota. This fund receives 33% of the sales tax revenues 
resulting from the Clean Water, Land, and Legacy Constitutional Amendment passed by the voters in 
the November 2008 election.  The CPL Grant program offers an excellent opportunity for the city of 
Cottage Grove to continue its efforts of restoring historical landscapes. 

Background
The City Council approved Mississippi Dunes Stewardship Plan (March 2023) which would act as the 
guiding document for any restorative work at this site.  This document met City, County and State 
approvals during the acquisition of the property.  The plan is included with this report.  

The Mississippi Dunes property is a fantastic opportunity that is ripe for habitat restoration.  The 
process to restore these 20 acres would include the following:

1. Selective woody species removal – focused on invasive tree species and Ash trees
2. Invasive and native brush control
3. Herbicide applications and prescribed burns to prepare seed bed and aid grow-in process
4. Native seeding application utilizing no-till drill method and broadcast seeding

The results of this effort will improve habitat for wildlife of all sorts while also beautifying the landscape 
for park visitors throughout each season.  The grant would provide funding to clear invasive 
trees/shrubs/grasses/weeds followed by planting of Minnesota native prairie, wetlands and woodlands.  
The project team will be creative with encouraging habitat benefit by planting tree species that provide 
a food source to animals, birds, reptiles and more.  Further, grasslands will be populated with 
wildflowers that support pollinators, Monarch Butterflies and more.  When mature, this restored 
landscape will provide year-round beauty while also supporting the everchanging ecosystem within the 
greenway.  Additionally, these restorative efforts promote water quality by planting sustainable species 
that have large root masses to filter water and protect soils against drought/erosion.  Once established, 
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these spaces require minimal maintenance which ultimately saves the City labor, fuel and equipment 
expenses while also reducing the carbon footprint of maintenance operations.

To support this landscape restoration effort, staff is recommending application for a MN DNR 
Conservation Partners Legacy grant in an amount up to $215,000.  The match requires a 10% match 
from the City.  If awarded, the funds would be derived from the Public Landscapes Initiative fund.  
There is currently no money budgeted for this particular project out of that fund.  However, if the grant is 
awarded, this project would be prioritized for 2024 and all proposed park projects in 2024 and beyond 
would be pushed back one year (i.e. 2024 projects moved to 2025, etc.).  Most expenditures would 
occur during site preparation and seeding in 2024 and 2025 with significantly declining project costs in 
2026 and beyond.  The breakdown of cost participation is summarized below.

Project Costs $215.000
Grant Funding Request $193,500
City In-Kind Match $11,500
City Cash Match $10,000

Staff Recommendation
Authorize staff to apply for a MN DNR Conservation Partners Legacy grant for Cottage Grove Trailway 
Corridor native habitat restoration in an amount up to $215,000.
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To: Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission

From:
Cc:

Zac Dockter, Parks and Recreation Director

Date: July 27, 2023

Subject: September Commission Meeting

Introduction/Background
City staff is requesting a joint workshop meeting between the Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources 
Commission (PRNRC) and the Public Services Commission in September.  This meeting would take 
place on Monday, September 25 and would replace the originally scheduled PRNRC meeting 
scheduled for September 11.  The items for discussion would be:

1. Cannabis use in public spaces
2. Electronic recreation vehicles (E-scooter, E-Bicycle, Golf Carts) on parks and right of ways

The City Attorney and staff would guide the joint meeting process as we discuss the current ordinance 
and the effect of rapidly changing laws and trends.

Action Requested
No action requested at this time.

Page 19 of 93



Page 20 of 93



Page 21 of 93



To: Honorable Mayor and City Council
Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission

From:

CC:

Dennis Neitz, River Oaks General Manager

Zac Dockter, Parks and Recreation Director
Jennifer Levitt, City Administrator

Date: July 3, 2023

Subject: River Oaks Quarter 2 Update

Introduction
River Oaks Golf Course and Event Center is a municipally owned venture that provides the following main 
services to our community:

1. Golf – River Oaks offers a beautiful 18-hole golf course and practice venue.  The golf course is one of the 
most highly rated municipal courses in the twin cities due to its playability and beauty.  Customer service is of the 
highest priority for the golf course.  Leagues, lessons, tournaments and casual play are all welcome at River 
Oaks.

2. Event Center – The event center can accommodate up to 250 guests for weddings, parties, banquets, 
meetings or any other special events.  Our venue can also be subdivided to provide smaller programming and/or 
simultaneous events.  Food and beverage options are all prepared by the in-house Chef and his staff.  
Coordinated rentals by outside customers are a primary user group, but our staff is also vigilant in creating and 
promoting programs/events for the facility.

3. Bar and Grill – The Eagles Bar and Grill is open weather permitting and over the past month and into July 
will see a makeover on landscape.  A full menu, bar, restaurant style seating and entertainment are available as 
well as a beautiful patio which has views of the golf course and Mississippi River Valley.  Although revenue from 
golfers is the largest percentage of sales, Eagles is open and marketed to the public.

Quarter 2 Update

Golf Reporting
Q2 showed an 18% increase in sales for 2023 over 2022.  

Q2 Update 2022 2023

April $117,203 $156,923

May $233,481 $267,671

June $255,147 $290,063

*Number not official

Golf Summary
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Q2 started out rough with the weather but golf has been strong.  Our goal is to stabilize changes while increasing 
marketing and reach to avid, core, recreational and novice golfers, we are providing opportunities for all ages and 
abilities.  Our vision in 2023 is to increase the customer experience through technology and service and this is 
changing daily.
 

Event Center - Eagles Bar & Grill Reporting
Q2 showed a 26% increase in sales for 2023 over 2022.

Q2 Update 2022 2023

April $52,886 $59,095

May $129,626 $132,301

June $143,279 $220,276

*Number not official

Event Center - Eagles Bar & Grill Summary
The goal moving into Q2 was to create a better experience in the grill with a new menu.  It is difficult in the 
hospitality industry to maintain a quality staff but this year has been better.

Maintenance - Summary
Our golf course is a living, breathing facility.  Creating a quality golf course does not end the day the construction 
crew leaves.  Instead, it is a lifelong process, to which the great attention needs to be given.  Our staff has done 
an amazing job maintaining and improving our course and has many long-term goals in order to make all 
customer experiences enjoyable regardless of age or ability.
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PUBLIC WORKS Wa�hington 
,�--..county r1-=:_--::.;. P- tw:a  

Wayne Sandberg, P.E., Director, County Engineer 

Frank D. Ticknor, P.E., Deputy Director 

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE COMMISSION AGENDA 

Thursday, July 20th, 2023 / 6:00 p.m. 

BIG MARINE PARI< RESERVE MAINTENANCE SHOP 

17495 Manning Trail N, Marine on St Croix, MN 55047 

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL

Ill. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a. May 18, 2023

V. OLD BUSINESS

VI. NEW BUSINESS

a. Welcome New Commission Member

b. Washington County Natural Resource Updates

c. PFAS Updates

VII. INFORMATION/ UPDATES

a. County Board Update

b. Park Updates

VIII. NON-AGENDA ITEMS (OPEN DISCUSSION)

IX. ADJOURN

Jim Kelly 

Dan MacSwain 

Stephanie Souter 

Commissioner Clasen 

Alex McKinney 

(5 min) 

(30 min) 

(30 min) 

(5 min) 

(5 min) 

FOLLOWING MEETING'ADJOURNMENT, PARKS AND OPEN SPACE COMMISSION MEMBERS 
WILL BE TOURING LONG LAKE COUNTY CONSERVATION AREA. 

A great place to live, work and play ... today and tomorrow 

North Shop I 11660 Myeron Road North I Stillwater, MN 55082-9537 

P: 651-430-4300 I F: 651-430-4350 I TTY: 651-430-6246 

www.co.washington.mn.us 

Washington County is an equal opportunity organization and employer 

Page 25 of 93



Page 26 of 93



Page 27 of 93



Page 28 of 93



Page 29 of 93



Page 30 of 93



Page 31 of 93



Page 32 of 93



Page 33 of 93



Page 34 of 93



Page 35 of 93



Page 36 of 93



Page 37 of 93



Page 38 of 93



Page 39 of 93



Page 40 of 93



Page 41 of 93



Page 42 of 93



Page 43 of 93



Page 44 of 93



Page 45 of 93



Page 46 of 93



Page 47 of 93



Page 48 of 93



Page 49 of 93



Page 50 of 93



Page 51 of 93



Page 52 of 93



Page 53 of 93



Page 54 of 93



Page 55 of 93



Page 56 of 93



Page 57 of 93



Page 58 of 93



Page 59 of 93



Page 60 of 93



Page 61 of 93



Page 62 of 93



Page 63 of 93



Page 64 of 93



Page 65 of 93



Page 66 of 93



Page 67 of 93



Page 68 of 93



Page 69 of 93



Page 70 of 93



Page 71 of 93



Page 72 of 93



Page 73 of 93



Page 74 of 93



Page 75 of 93



Page 76 of 93



Page 77 of 93



Page 78 of 93



Page 79 of 93



Page 80 of 93



Page 81 of 93



Page 82 of 93



Page 83 of 93



Page 84 of 93



Page 85 of 93



Page 86 of 93



Page 87 of 93



Page 88 of 93



Page 89 of 93



Page 90 of 93



Page 91 of 93



Page 92 of 93



Page 93 of 93


	1 Call to Order & Reading of Mission
	2 Roll Call 
	3 Approval of the Agenda 
	4 Approval of Minutes
	A Minutes 06.12.23
	6.14.23


	5 Open Forum
	6 Presentations
	7 Action Items 
	A RC Track Proposal - Pine Coulee Park
	RC Track Proposal 

	B Matching Funds Program Request - Bike Park
	Matching Funds Program Request - Bike Park 

	C Mississippi Dunes Park Naming
	Memo Mississippi Dunes Park Naming 

	D Mississippi Dunes Grant Application
	Memo-Dunes CPL Grant App Request

	E Mississippi Dunes Proposed Signage
	Mississippi Dunes Signage


	8 Presentation of Information 
	A September Meeting Agenda
	Memo - September Meeting


	9 Action Updates
	A Action Updates
	Action Updates 

	B Mississippi Dunes Reserve Progress
	C Oltman Middle School Park Development
	D Ice Arena Solar Project

	10 Donation Acknowledgements 
	11 Staff Reports and Educational Material 
	A NRPA Park Pulse
	NRPA PARK PULSE

	B River Oaks Q2 Update
	River Oaks 2023 Q2 Update


	12 Commission Comments 
	A Commission Comments
	Commission Comments


	13 Council Comments 
	A City Council Agendas
	Council Agendas


	14 Adjournment
	15 Workshop



