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Minutes

City of Cottage Grove
Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission Meeting
February 12th, 2024

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Cottage Grove Parks, Recreation and Natural
Resources Commission Meeting was held on February 12t 2024.

. CALL TO ORDER & READING OF MISSION
Meeting called to order at 7:00pm at City Hall

Il Roll Call
Members Present: Susannah Brown, Samanthia Crabtree Adam Larson, Kelly
Glasford, Debra Gustafson, Justin Waterman, Shane Waterman & David Olson

Members Absent: Monique Garza-City Council Liaison
Others Present: Zac Dockter Parks & Recreation Director, Jim Fohrman Parks
Supervisor, & Molly Pietruszewski Recreation Manager

lll. Approval of Agenda
A Motion to approve agenda made by Commissioner Crabtree & Seconded by
Commissioner Glasford. Agenda approved.

IV.  Approval of Minutes
A Motion to approve minutes from December 11th, 2023, meeting made by
Commissioner Gustafson & Seconded by Commissioner S. Waterman. Minutes
approved.

V. Open Forum- None

VI. Presentations — None



VII.

Action Items

a. Grant Letter of Recommendation

We currently have a grant application for Mississippi Dunes Park
Development submitted with the state. Zac has submitted a letter
of recommendation to the Commission. Looking to see if the
Commission would include the letter of support along with the grant
application. This grant is for the future development of the smaller
active portion of the park located in the southwest corner of the
property. This grantis 100% match that is approved for 2 years, 3
including processing. Commissioner Brown motioned to approve
adding the letter of recommendation to the grant application.
Commissioner Gustafson seconded. Motion carried.

b. MISSISSIppI Dunes Park Naming

The top three names for the park are the following: Rivers Landing
Park, Mississippi Dunes Park, & Dunes Park on the Mississippi.
Commissioner Brown passed out ballots for each commissioner to
pick their top choice. Commissioner Olson requested to have a
conversation prior to voting, however Commissioner Brown wanted
to see how close the Commission was to evaluate how much
discussion needed to be had. The results were as follows:

1. Mississippi Dunes Park - 4

2. Rivers Landing Park - 2

3. Dunes Park on The Mississippi -1

4. One Commissioner abstained from the vote

Commissioner Brown asked if there were any strong reservations for
moving forward with the name of Mississippi Dunes Park.
Commissioner Larson motioned to recommend Mississippi Dunes
Park for the park naming of Mississippi Dunes Park. Commissioner
Gustafson seconded. A vote was taken resulting in 7 Yeas & 1 Nay.
With maijority rule the motion passed with the recommendation to
name the park Mississippi Dunes Park.

c. E- Recreatlonal Equipment Educational Messaging

At the previous meeting educational signage was narrowed down
to four signs. It was the recommendation of Zac to choose three
signs or less that would be diversified around town. Looking for
feedback from Commission. After discussion Commissioner Olson



made a motion to use signs 2, 3, & 4. Commissioner Glasford
seconded. Motioned carried.

d. Community Garden

The Hope Community Garden Committee has submitted a written
report to the Commission proposing a location in Meadow Grass
Park along with details regarding initial building, maintenance, etc.
Looking for approval of plans from the Commission. Commissioner
Brown expressed her appreciation for the detailed report that was
submitted. Zac included the letter that was sent out to residents
that were near the proposed location and at this time he received
no questions or concerns from the community. A representative
of the Washington Count Master Gardner’s Association explained
how funding and support would be distributed by the City of
Cottage Grove (providing land and seasonal labor), The Master
Gardens Association ($2,500), & Washington County (Up to
$20,000). Commissioner Crabtree asked about timeline on being
able to provide funds through the Commission’s matching grant
program. Zac explained that this would be an immediate action to
distribute funds as needed once the Commission has approved
issuing the grant. Commissioner Olson inquired about water usage
and consumption. Zac stated that we would treat it like an irrigation
account and monitor the usage but wouldn’t charge for it.
Commissioner Larson asked if there was any concern that we
would not get water installation complete by May 1st. Zac stated
that there shouldn’t be an issue with stubbing into the water tower
and installing irrigation, which would be done in house.
Commissioner Crabtree motioned to approve the support of the
Hope Garden Community Project. Commissioner Olson seconded.
Motion carried.

e. Bike Park Project

The Bike Park Volunteer Group is requesting consideration for
approval of modifications to the current dirt pump track to a bike
skills plaza. A master plan was submitted to the Commission for
review. Some modifications would be grading, pouring a concrete
slab, and purchasing and installing bike skills equipment. In the
2024/2028 CIP we have allotted $50,000 for bike pump track
improvements, so those funds will be available. In addition, the
group is asking for $2,500 from the matching funds program. A list



of the matching funds program journal was given to the committee
for review. Commissioner Olson wanted clarification on if the
matching portion would be something like volunteer labor. The
group will be supplying some funds through sponsorship/donations
to qualify matching the $2,500 as well as many hours of volunteer
labor. The Minnesota Offroad Cyclist will be contributing money
towards this project, so there will be additional monetary funding.
Overall, the cost estimate for this project is around $125,000 for
what was submitted as a site plan. This project completion will
depend on community support and fundraising, so it’s anticipated
to take a few years. Commissioner J. Waterman motioned to
approve the plans as submitted as well as the funding request.
Commissioner Larson seconded approving plans as submitted.
Motioned carried. Commissioner Crabtree seconded approving the
funding request. Motion carried.

f. Commissioner Terms/Officer Positions

It's that time of year that we re-appoint Commissioners. All
Commissioners will be coming back for another term. We have two
officer positions to appoint (Chair & Vice Chair). Chair Brown has
requested to step back into a regular Commission role. The City
Council Liaison makes a recommendation to City Council for who
the next Chair should be. Councilman Khambata will be
recommending Commissioner Larson to be appointed Chair. A
motion or vote by the Commission is needed to appoint the Vice
Chair position. Commissioner Brown motioned to re-appoint
Commissioner Crabtree as Vice Chair. Commissioner Crabtree
accepted the nomination. Commissioner Larson seconded.
Motioned carried.

VIIl. Presentation of Information-None

IX.  Action Updates
a. Kingston Park Building

Zac shared that the council was equally excited about the concept
designs for this building. We hired Oertel Architects who
developed the concept plans, to develop a master plan that will sit
on file until the council is ready to move forward with a budget and
a timeline.



X.

XI.

XIl.

XIll.

XIV.

b. Mississippi Dunes Building

i. The potential developer who owns a portion of the land has
reviewed our master plan and there has been some debate about
different elements of regarding our master plan. These elements
vary from trail location, grading, and parking lot locations. As we
develop our concept plan for the building and surrounding area,
these items will be addressed. City Council approved moving
forward with ISG for the concept design work for the building.
Commissioner Crabtree inquired about the timeline of this project.
Zac stated the Local Option Sales Tax that will be on the November
ballot will play a big role in when and how quickly we can build this
building. There will be no construction this summer.

Donation and Acknowledgements -None

Staff Reports & Educational Materials

a. Submitted for Review

b. Commissioner Olson requested an update on the RC Park. Jim Fohrman
stated that we never actually approved the $2,500 and they never came
back requesting the money. At the time when we met at the park they were
still putting their figures together. Jim stated that he will reach out to the
group to see if they have any further plans.

c. Commissioner Brown expressed that there was much gratitude from the
community for the work put into the ice rinks this difficult and short season.

Commission Comments
a. Commissioner Olson directed the council to view page 43 of the
Washington County Parks Commission Minutes. Washington County has
requested the state of Minnesota for funding to bring lights to Cottage Grove
Ravine trails. With this installation it will increase park usage during the
shorter days of the year.

Council Comments-The new Council Liaison will be councilwoman Monique
Garza who was unable to attend this evening.

Adjournment- Motioned by Commissioner Larson. Seconded by Commissioner
Olson. Meeting Adjourned at 8:00pm.



