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COTTAGE GROVE PUBLIC SERVICES 
COMMISSION 

July 15, 2024 

 
12800 RAVINE PARKWAY SOUTH 
COTTAGE GROVE, MN 55016 
COUNCIL CHAMBER- 7:00 PM 
 
 

1. Call to Order 
2. Pledge of Allegiance  
3. Roll Call 
4. Approval of Agenda  
5. Approval of Minutes 
 5.A May 20, 2024 Minutes  
6. Open Forum 
7. Presentations 
 7.A Construction Updates  
 7.B 2024 Annual Use of Force Presentation  
8. Business Items 
 8.A Hunting Maps  
9. Commission Comments 
10. Staff Reports and Materials 
11. Council Comments 
 11.A Council Agendas 
12. Adjournment 

 
 



MINUTES   

COTTAGE GROVE PUBLIC SERVICES                    May 20, 2024 
COMMISSION – HERO CENTER
10125 85th ST S
Cottage Grove, MN 55016

TRAINING ROOM - 7:00 p.m.

1. CALL TO ORDER

Chair Lisa Kons called the Public Services Commission meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chair Kons asked everyone to stand and recite the Pledge of Allegiance.

3. ROLL CALL

Chair Kons was advised that Roll Call had been taken. Commissioner Kelsey Moyer was absent. 

4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA

Vice Chair Ron Kath made a motion to approve the agenda; Commissioner Rediske seconded. 
Motion carried: 6-0.

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A.     APPROVE MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 18, 2024, MEETING.

Motion by Commissioner Olson to approve the March 18, 2024, meeting minutes; second by 
Commissioner Lotts. Motion carried: 6-0.

6.  PRESENTATIONS - None.

7.  BUSINESS ITEMS

A. HILLSIDE SIDEWALK

Genevieve Tester, Graduate Engineer presented information regarding installation of sidewalk 
along Hillside Trail South.  This project was brought to our attention through public input, and with 
the City’s continual efforts to link trail and sidewalk routes in the community, we’ve ultimately 
identified this segment as an area for proactive ped. safety improvements. Proactive in that there 
have not been significant pedestrian incidents that would trigger safety improvements, we’d like to 
address this safety concern before there are incidents.
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The Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) is 3,762 on Hillside Trail South. For comparison, Indian 
Boulevard, east of Jamaica Avenue, has an AADT of 1,791, and 90th Street, east of Jamaica 
Avenue, has an AADT of 4,047, putting Hillside Trail South on the higher end of traffic volumes 
for similar urban-type roadways.

Four options were considered, however two were eliminated quickly due to a storm sewer 
interference and steeper side slope and the other for switching from north side to south side. 
Leaving just two options remaining. 

Option 1, Placing the sidewalk just off the right-of-way incurs additional restoration costs. 
Option 3, Placing the sidewalk adjacent to the back of curb results in additional concrete and 
pedestrian ramp materials.

Commissioners responded with the following.  

Commissioner Rediske asked what the AADT stands for and the numbers. Ms. Tester answered 
with the Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) is 3,762 on Hillside Trail South. For comparison, 
Indian Boulevard, east of Jamaica Avenue, has an AADT of 1,791, and 90th Street, east of 
Jamaica Avenue, has an AADT of 4,047, putting Hillside Trail South on the higher end of traffic 
volumes for similar urban-type roadways.

Commissioner Olson wanted to know if homeowners would have assessments. Public Works 
Director, Burfeind stated no assessments for this work.  

Commissioner Lotts supports it and was wondering that the plowing challenges are with placing it 
back of curb. Director Burfeind stated that while it can require an additional pass by the sidewalk 
plow crew, after the road is plowed, we have several cases like this around town.

Commissioner Jenson, supports it, but wants to hear from residents.

Commissioner Kons appreciates the cities proactive approach, supports the project, wants to hear 
from residents.

Commissioner Kath drives bus on that route and it is a very busy road with cars.  

Cottage Grove residents’, Rob and Kim Koosmann (8869 Hillside) along with Brianna Mothes (8683 
Janero) were in attendance and provided feedback on the proposed sidewalk.  Their concerns 
include:

1. 1.The placement of the sidewalk along the front side of their properties. Most sidewalks in 
the city are alongside yards or backyards.    

2. The surrounding neighborhood does not have right-of-way sidewalks in residential housing.
3. Lack of green space decreases property value.
4. There have been no significant safety issues that triggered this proposal.
5. A suggestion to add a pedestrian section of the road by way of a solid line. This would be 

an excellent alternative.
6. Why only 645’ stretch of sidewalk? 
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Overall, the commission would like to city to research the project more in following areas:
1. Pedestrian count
2. Compare safety of sidewalk vs marked shoulder
3. Get traffic counts on all sides of intersection

Motion made by Commissioner Kath to table discussion and come back at a future meeting after 
more research and data can be provided; Chair Kons seconded.  Motion carried 6-0.  

B. FIRE DEPARTMENT FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN

Chief Pritchard presented the Fire Departments Strategic Plan.  Highlights and focus areas include:
.  

• Services/Missions fall into 4 main areas including, Fire, EMS, Community Risk Reduction 
and Specialized Response.

Fire Area includes: Structural Fire Suppression, Wildland Firefighting, Fire Training, Hazardous 
Materials Response, Vehicle Extrication, Motor Vehicle Accident Response, Fire 
Fleet/Equipment Management, Firefighter Wellness and Fitness, Emergency Management, 
NFPA Standards, OSHA Compliance, ISO Rating, Credentialing

EMS Area includes: Emergency Medical Services-Transport, Critical Care, EMS Quality 
Improvement/Assurance, EMS Training and Education, Emergency Management, Community 
Paramedic Programs, EMS Training Program (EMR/EMT) Tactical Medical Response, 
Credentialing, Event Staffing/Stand-by, EMS Fleet/Equipment Management, Firefighter 
Wellness and Fitness

Community Risk Reduction: Code Enforcement (inspections), Plan Review, New Construction 
Inspections, Life Safety Inspections, Fire Investigations, Public Education, Home Safety 
Program, Youth Fire Prevention and Intervention, CPR and First Aid Training, Public Outreach, 
Car Seat Safety, School Visits, Community Events (e.g., Open House)

Specialized Responses- Water/Ice Rescue, Rope Rescue (high/low angle), Confined Space, 
Technical Rescue, Mobile Field Force

• Core Values fall into the following categories:
Individual -competence, integrity, ownership, professionals, service
Team – collaborative, communication, outcomes-focused, supportive
Community- accountability empathy, partnership, transparency, trust 
Organization -adaptive, excellence, inclusive, progressive. safety, strategic

Strategic goals fall into five categories. 

1. Emergency Service Excellence - Fire Suppression, Emergency Medical Services, 
Specialized Response.
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2. Community Risk Reduction and Outreach - Fire Inspection and Code Enforcement, Fire 
Investigation, Public Education and Fire Prevention, Community Paramedicine, Branding 
and Communication.

3. People – Culture, Recruiting, Retention and Diversity, Training and Career Development, 
Health and Wellness, Safety, Recognition.

4. Technology & Innovation- Technology, Equipment, Practice and Policy.
5. Growth-Growth Trends, Workload and Services, Adaptability and Innovation, Strategic 

Planning and Budgeting.

Strategic Objectives and Key Outcomes were presented on each category and subcategory.  

9.  COMMISSION COMMENTS - None. 
 
10.  STAFF REPORTS AND MATERIALS

Ryan Burfeind, Public Works Director, gave a few brief updates. 

• EPD/Jamaica project is making good progress. Hoping to have one direction open by July 
4th in the area behind Target. In September a full Mill and Overlay will be done from Target 
to Menards.

• Pavement management is underway in the Prestige Estates between 80th & 90th Streets. 
• Two more temporary treatment plants should be online soon.  Cottage Grove is just one of 

two cities in East Metro that are under the state guidelines for water requirements.
• They two permanent water treatment plants are on schedule as well.     
•  National Public Works Appreciation Week is May 19-25. Staff will receive a lunch of 

completing “Dirt Day” on Wednesday, May 22.

Gary Orloff, Streets Superintendent shared the following updates. 
 

• Pothole patching complete.
• 100 Blvd. trees were removed and stump grinding as well.  
• Pavement Management Projects and Mill and Overlay projects set to begin.
• Trails at Golf Course are being worked on.
• Starting to see some of our seasonal staff starting and helping with mowing and trimming. 
• Excited to welcome new Forester, Nate Heilman.  

Jon Pritchard, Fire Chief mentioned the following two items.

• Onboarding will happen for 6 new people starting mid-June.  
• Cottage Grove’s Ladder Truck and staff helped put out the car fire in Newport a few 

weeks ago.  

Brad Petersen, Police Captain updates included the following.
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• Early Phase of Budget Planning, working within the Financial Plan.
• Doing lots of Community Engagements for multiple events, and school visits.
• Started a PD Wellness Committee and applied for a grant through government.  

Encouraged committee to contact Representative Craig for support.
• Thanked PSC for their input and reviewing the PD Five Year Strategic Plan. Plan was 

approved by City Council recently.  
• Excited to share PD Q1 Report with Commission.  

11.  COUNCIL COMMENTS 

Council Member Thiede stated I don’t have anything specific; but we are heading into budget 
planning time.  All union contracts will also be new in 2025.  

12.  ADJOURNMENT

Commissioner Kath made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Commissioner Olson seconded. Motion 
carried: 6-0. The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 p.m. 

Minutes transcribed by Kari Reubish.



City of Cottage Grove
Public Safety

To: Members of the Public Service Commission 

From: Deputy Director of Public Safety Gwen Martin

Date: July 17, 2024

Re: DESIGNATED HUNTING ZONES

Cottage Grove City Code’s Hunting Ordinance was amended August 10, 2005 by 
the City Council. Cottage Grove ordinance 5-3-6 addresses use of firearms and 
archery equipment in the City of Cottage Grove.  Ordinance 5-3-6 (c) 1 and 2 
states that each year prior to the commencement of the hunting season, 
designating hunting areas will be reviewed by the Public Services Commission.  
The City Council will review the designated hunting areas for final approval prior 
to publication. 

Under the amended language, it has been shown to be very effective, adaptable 
to development and addresses the safety concerns of the city. Since the 
amended language, complaints have been minimal.
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There were no hunting-related complaints for the 2023-2024 hunting season. 
There were 7 complaints of gunshots heard that were not associated with 
hunting.  There was 1 archery complaint that was not related to hunting.

Landowner controlled access of hunters within the designated areas continues to 
be well received by landowners, police officers and persons wishing to take 
advantage of this recreational opportunity.

For the 2024-2025 season, the Public Safety and Planning Departments have 
reviewed and amended the designated areas for discharge of firearms and 
archery equipment.

There is no change to firearms hunting map. 

The following changes were made to the archer hunting map:
o Remove triangle parcel in southwest area of the city, this has been 

purchased by the MN DNR to extend the SNA (Scientific and Natural 
Area).

o Remove two parcels north of 90th street adjacent to Keats. The eastern 
parcel is under development (Ravine Crossing) and parcel to the west is 
surrounded by residential developments.

o Remove Hope Glen Farm parcel off the E Pt Douglas frontage road.
o Remove allowed area within HWY 61 close to Kimbro Ave.
o Remove two parcels north of 65th Street, now zoned R-2 and not R-1

Recommendation – approve the 2024-2025 maps designating boundaries for 
discharge of firearms and archery equipment for hunting.

Respectfully submitted,

Brad Petersen, Police Captain/Deputy Director of Public Safety



Cottage Grove Archery Hunting Area
Cottage Grove, MN
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Date: 7/8/2024
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Legend

Archery Permited

No Archery Hunting

School Property

Park and Open Space

±0 10.5
Miles

1. Five acre minimum required. (AG1, AG2, and R1 Zones)

2. Hunting not allowed within 300 feet of any public park,
trails, open space or right-of-way.

3. Hunt from a stand with a minimum elevation of 6 feet.

4. No arrows to leave the property being hunted.

5. All hunters must have written permission from land owner,
proper ID and licenses in possession.

Archery Hunting Rules 2024-2025 Season



Cottage Grove Archery Hunting Area
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Date: 5/3/2023
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Archery Permited

No Archery Hunting

School Property

Park and Open Space

Archery Hunting Rules 2023-2024 Season

1. Five acre minimum required. (AG1, AG2, and  R1 Zones)
2. Hunting not allowed within 300 feet of any public park,
trails, open space or right-of-way.
3. Hunt from a stand with a minimum elevation of 6 feet.
4. No arrows to leave the property being hunted.
5. All hunters must have written permission from land owner,
proper ID and licenses in possession.
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Disclaimer: This map is intended for reference purposes only 
and is
not a legally recorded map or survey. The City of Cottage 
Grove shall
not be liable for any damages or claims that arise due to 
accuracy,
availability, use or misuse of the information herein pursuant 
to MN
Statute 466.03 Subd 21.  Upated: 5/3/23



Cottage Grove Firearm Hunting Area
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Firearm Use Permitted

School Property

Park and Open Space

Firearm Hunting Rules 2024-2025 Season

1. Forty acres contiguous or more. (AG1 & AG2 zoning)
2. Discharge of shotgun slugs only allowed during big game
season.
3. Recreational target shooting is not permitted within the
city.
4. Discharge of firearms for hunting is only permitted in
designated areas.
5. Discharge of firearms is prohibited within 500' of any
residence.
6. Hunting is prohibited in all public park or open-space.
7. All hunters must have written permission from landowner,
proper ID and licenses in possession.
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Disclaimer: This map is intended for reference purposes only 
and is
not a legally recorded map or survey. The City of Cottage 
Grove shall
not be liable for any damages or claims that arise due to 
accuracy,
availability, use or misuse of the information herein pursuant 
to MN
Statute 466.03 Subd 21.  Upated: 5/3/23
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Firearm Use Permitted

School Property

Park and Open Space

Firearm Hunting Rules 2023-2024 Season

1. Forty acres contiguous or more. (AG1 & AG2 zoning)
2. Discharge of shotgun slugs only allowed during big game
season.
3. Recreational target shooting is not permitted within the
city.
4. Discharge of firearms for hunting is only permitted in
designated areas.
5. Discharge of firearms is prohibited within 500' of any
residence.
6. Hunting is prohibited in all public park or open-space.
7. All hunters must have written permission from landowner,
proper ID and licenses in possession.
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Disclaimer: This map is intended for reference purposes only 
and is
not a legally recorded map or survey. The City of Cottage 
Grove shall
not be liable for any damages or claims that arise due to 
accuracy,
availability, use or misuse of the information herein pursuant 
to MN
Statute 466.03 Subd 21.  Upated: 5/3/23
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