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COTTAGE GROVE PARKS, RECREATION AND 
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION 

May 12, 2025 

 
12800 RAVINE PARKWAY SOUTH 
COTTAGE GROVE, MN 55016 
COUNCIL CHAMBER - 7:00 PM 
 
 

1 Call to Order 
2 Roll Call 
3 Approval of the Agenda 
4 Approval of Minutes 
 A February 10, 2025 
5 Open Forum 
6 Action Items 
 A Peterson (Roger & Myra) Park Naming 
 B East Ravine Park and Trail Master Plan 
 C June Meeting 
7 Presentations 
8 Action Updates 
 A Denzer Park 
 B Granada Park Parking 
 C Cottage Grove Trailway Corridor Habitat Restoration 
 D Oltman Park 
 E Mississippi Dunes Park 
 F Kingston Park Building 
9 Donations 
10 Staff Reports and Materials 
 A Ice Arena Update 
 B Parks Update 
 C Recreation Update 
 D River Oaks Update 
 E 2025 3M PFAS Settlement Priority 2 Grant Program 
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11 Commission Comments 
 A Washington County Parks Board Meeting Notes 
12 Council Comments 
 A Council Agendas 
13 Workshop 
14 Adjournment 

 
 



Minutes
City of Cottage Grove

Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission Meeting
February 10, 2025

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a Cottage Grove Parks, Recreation and Natural 
Resources Commission Meeting was held on February 10,2025.

I. CALL TO ORDER & READING OF MISSION
Meeting called to order at 7:00pm at City Hall

II. Roll Call
Members Present: Susannah Brown, Kelly Glasford, Adam Larson, Debra 
Gustafson, Shane Waterman, David Olson, & Justin Waterman

Members Absent: Samanthia Crabtree 

Others Present: Zac Dockter Parks & Recreation Director, Jim Fohrman Parks 
Supervisor, Molly Pietruszewski Recreation Services Manager, Noah Ranem 
Recreational Specialist

III. Approval of Agenda
A Motion to approve agenda made by Commissioner Glasford & Seconded by 
Commissioner Olson. Agenda approved.

IV. Approval of Minutes
A Motion to approve minutes from December 9, 2024.  Motion made by 
Commissioner Brown & Seconded by Commissioner Gustafson. Minutes 
approved.

V. Open Forum- None

VI. Presentations
a. Pickleball Programming

i. Noah Ranem Recreation specialist presented information about 
Cottage Grove’s Pickleball Advisory Board.  They started a 20–30-
member volunteer program back in 2019 at Granada Park, with the 
growing popularity of the sport they partnered with the city and 
2024 was our first year having a city lead pickleball program.  
For the spring league we had 26 teams and for the fall league we 
had 49 teams.  We had 230 members in our city lead pickleball 



club.  150 were residents and 80 were nonresidents.  Club 
members have access to priority court hours at both Glacial Valley 
& Granada Park.  We had one tournament in 2024 in partnership 
with St. Paul Park & Newport Lions Club.  Our plans for 2025 
include increasing memberships to 300, shorten club windows to 
3-hours, update signage, add a spring tournament, split level 
leagues, and youth and adult lessons.  It was a very successful first 
year and we look forward to more growth and opportunities.  
Commissioner Gustafson inquired about lessons.  Noah explained 
for adults we will bring in a certified trainer that will most likely be 
held mid-day. Youth lessons will be in house and split between 8-
11 and 11-14 years old.

VII. Action Items
a. Peterson (Roger & Myra) Park Naming

i. Zac presented an application for a future park.  Commissioner 
Brown asked about the location and if it was part of Michael’s 
Pointe.  Zac explained we currently own a very small portion of land 
on the south side of the lake in Michael’s Pointe. The north side of 
the lake has a pending development and once that is approved, we 
will own all the land around the lake and will add trails and park. 
The park will be located on the north side of the lake.  

b. Public Landscapes Initiative Program
i. Zac presented a guiding document that sets a 5–6-year plan that 

is submitted to City Council to add it to the CIP in the fall. Zac gave 
a brief explanation of how the Public Landscapes Initiative Program 
works. It has been a few years since this has been reviewed and 
Council would like feedback from Commission.  Commissioner 
Larson asked about the current fund balance of $537,000 under 
the impression that developers choose to pay in to the program vs 
replant trees.  Zac stated that yes developers have been paying 
more into this, and the balance does ebb, and flow based on 
projects. This current amount is higher then normal as we typically 
have a balance in the $350,000 range, which is what the 
commission was presented with last time this was reviewed.  
Commissioner Olson motioned to adopt the Public Landscapes 
Initiative and place on file.  Commissioner Brown seconded motion.

c. East Ravine Park & Trail Master Plan
i. The Commission adopted this plan a few years back.  Council had 

a strategic planning workshop recently and there was concern from 
staff regarding the 6 neighborhood parks, trail, and community park 
and that there would be a large funding shortage.  Unlike 15 years 



ago, park dedication does not carry the same weight for the cost of 
the park and land acquisition.  Council wanted the Commission to 
review the park and trail plan and affirm or edit the master plan to 
make sure we are on board the way the plan is now.  There is quite 
a bit of overlap in the service radiuses, but as staff, when we look 
at future land acquisition we always want to plan for more then less 
as it’s easier to subtract then add.  Staff is looking for any 
comments or feedback from the Commission.  We can leave the 
plan as is, we can adjust service radiuses and remove one or two 
parks, or we could study the natural resources of the area, or 
additional studies we could bring back.  Commissioner Brown had 
questions after reviewing the plan.  The idea of playgrounds 
disappearing from planning is scary as that is a great point of pride 
for our city and they provide many resources.  Commissioner 
Brown wants to know more about the development; single family 
homes, townhomes, apartments, because when we have a higher 
density population, we need different sizes of parks to meet those 
needs.  Commissioner Brown explained it’s hard to anticipate what 
could move or be eliminated without knowing what types of 
development we might see.  She is also curious about growth from 
the school district and would there potentially be a school built in 
this development as schools also have green space, ball fields, & 
playgrounds that could be shared as community use that could 
impact how we concentrate on certain amenities.  Commissioner 
Brown would like to know the personality of the areas as they 
develop as our parks all offer different and unique things. Zac 
agreed with Commissioner Brown’s concerns and stated we don’t 
have any answers as of today regarding the types of 
developments.  Commissioner Olson agreed with Commissioner 
Brown’s comments and would like to better understand the natural 
resources of this property.  The deepest lake in Cottage Grove is 
located on this property.  The beginning of the ravine that goes into 
the county park is also on this property.  So, as we begin to think 
about developing it, it falls to this group to understand the 
resources that are in the property and what can do to protect them 
and leverage them.  Commissioner Olson is concerned that the 
focus is entirely on parks and no focus on recreation, nor is there 
anything (beyond the lake and ravine) relative to the actual natural 
resources in this area.  Zac stated that we do have a natural 
resources inventory that does a pretty good job, but this study was 



last done in1997.  We could have a focus study for just this area, 
that we could potentially get grant funding for and update the 
natural resources inventory for this area.  Commissioner Larson 
asked for a better clarification on what “closer” means for the 
development.  Zac stated there a couple landowners that are 
actively engaged in selling and developing their land.   
Commissioner Larson asked without the shops at cottage grove or 
the community center down on the south end, do we want to keep 
these mini parks as part of this plan.  Zac stated that the primary 
focus is Ravine Park and 70th St to the north. Zac re stated his 
original request in feedback from the Commission.  The 
Commission needs to discuss the priority of parks.  For example, if 
the community park is the main focus, the neighborhood parks 
could be reprioritized.  Commissioner Brown requested information 
on natural resources around the community park, and parks E, F, 
& G as these areas seem more timely in the next few meetings.  
Zac stated he will bring that information to the March meeting.  
Commissioner Brown also asked for access of proposed sales 
information for type of development that would be there (single 
family, multi family, mixed use).  Mayor Myron Bailey stated that 
the entire area was master planned a few years ago and the 
majority of the area that would be near the community park would 
be single family homes. As you get closer to 70th St and Keats Ave 
you might see medium and higher density.  Things can change, but 
as of yet the developer has only shown single family homes. 
Commissioner Brown motioned staff to bring back detailed plans of 
development, potential school, & proposal to update the 1997 
inventory.  Commissioner Gustafson seconded.

VIII. Presentation of Information
a. Commissioner Terms Review

i. February 28th is the last day of expiring terms.
IX. Action Updates

a. Denzer Park
i. Grading completed last fall, final grading completed this spring, 

playground and picnic shelter have been ordered.  We are hoping 
to have the park up and functional by mid to late summer.

b. Granada Park Parking
i. Staff has proposal for off street perpendicular parking.  We will 

complete that this summer using in house labor.
c. CG Trailway Corridor Grant



i. This is for the property under the power lines from Hinton to 
Imperial Ave.  We removed a lot of tree species, underbrush, dead 
and dying boxelder and ash trees.  We received a few calls, but 
after speaking with Zac he was able to explain this is for habitat 
restoration not demolition.  We will be doing Arbor Day in the area 
this spring. 

d. Oltman/Mississippi Dunes Park Grants
i. We received $350,000 grant for each.  For Oltman Park we have 

plans and specs out for bid, so we expect that work to begin mid to 
late summer.  Depending on the contractor this could be a one- or 
two-year project.  Mississippi Dunes Park grant we are sitting on 
(we have until 2026 to use this).  Council is looking at accepting a 
fishing pier grant agreement with the DNR and Zac will be working 
with the Commission on a boat launch through the DNR Parks & 
Trails and Fishery program with the goal of that having the boat 
launch installed in 2026, and pier installed in 2025.  The 3M priority 
2 settlement dollars request for proposal program have been 
released, so a proposal will be brought to the commission next 
month to review.  

e. Kingston Park Building
i. Schedule is to finish plans and spec and bring to council in October, 

go out of bid, and close bid before Thanksgiving and getting a 
contractor on board for construction to begin by 2026.  The site 
power upgrades will be completed this year if not by Strawberry 
Fest, for sure by 4th of July.

f. Ice Areana Remodel
i. Original ice arena was built in 1974 addition and remodeling in 

2008. The main area through the back addition is a very inefficient 
use of space, we have very little office space.  The concession 
stand is also not a good layout and again inefficient use of space.  
We have an architect reviewing plans.

X. Donation and Acknowledgements-None

XI. Staff Reports & Educational Materials-Submitted along with an article from 
Parks & Recreation magazine focusing on Economic Vitaliy.

XII. Commission Comments
a. Washington County Parks Board Meeting Notes
b. Commissioner Olson inquired about the vandalism at the disc golf park and 

if the group has reached out to us to see if we would be willing to help them.  



Zac responded that they did reach out to us.  Jim Fohrman stated that we 
have not fixed the basket yet.  We either will have to replace it or will have 
to bring it in to weld it.  To our knowledge it is only this one basket that has 
been damaged. Zac stated we will fix the basket (weather depending) before 
the first tournament in March.

XIII. Council Comments-David Clausen has been appointed council liaison.
XIV. Adjournment- Motioned by Commissioner Gustafson.            

Seconded by Commissioner S Waterman.  Meeting Adjourned at 7:50pm



To: Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission

From:
Cc:

Zac Dockter, Parks and Recreation Director

Date: February 11, 2025

Subject: Park Naming Request – Peterson

Introduction/Background
A park naming request application has been submitted to the Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources 
Commission.  The application is included in this report to aid Commissioners in processing the request. 

This will be the Commission’s second review of the application so no action is required.  The 
Commission should discuss the merit of the application and request any additional information from 
staff it may need to make a decision.  The Commission has the ability at any time to deny the request 
with a majority decision.

Should the Commission choose to continue the discussion, at least one additional meeting is required 
per the park naming policy before making a final recommendation to City Council.

Action Requested
Provide direction on park naming request.

Park Site



City of Cottage Grove 
Policy for Naming and Renaming of  

Parks, Park Facilities, and Open Space 
 

The selection of a proper name for a park, park facility, and/or open space is a thoughtful 
process which requires careful analysis by many people.  This procedure has been 
adopted by the City of Cottage Grove to provide the proper guidelines for any naming or 
renaming of said amenities. 

I. Introduction 

 

The following procedure will be used for the naming of parks, park facilities, and 
open space: 

II. Procedure 

 
1. Staff, Council, Advisory Body, or Cottage Grove resident recognizes and requests 

the naming of a park, park facility, or open space. 
2. Staff will prepare and submit the request to the Parks, Recreation and Natural 

Resources Commission for review. 
3. The Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission will discuss the merit 

of the name(s).  If there is a list of potential names, they may be added to or 
eliminated from the list at this time.  No formal recommendation will be made at 
this meeting.   

4. At the subsequent Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission meeting, 
staff will provide any information requested by the Commission.  If there is a list 
of names, the list should be narrowed to three at this meeting.  No formal 
recommendation will be made at this point. 

5. At their next meeting, the Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission 
shall debate the merits of the remaining name(s) and make a final 
recommendation to the City Council. 

6. The recommendation will then be placed on the next regular City Council 
meeting.  If City Council does not approve the recommended name, they will 
return the issue to the Commission with direction and the process will begin 
anew. 

 

Listed below are the criteria used to determine the naming or renaming of Parks, Park 
Facilities, and Open Spaces. 

III. Park, Park Facility, and Open Space Naming Criteria 

1. The name of the subdivision associated with the Park. 
2. The name of the neighborhood in which the park is located. 
3. The street name adjacent to or closely identified with the park. 
4. The name of a local interest point, or local focal point near the park. 
5. The name of an event or historical occurrence associated with the park or area. 
6. The name of a person who dedicates a major part or all of the land for the park. 



7. The name of a person of significant stature within the community.  He/she must 
adhere to at least one of the following credentials and complete a waiting period 
of at least six months from the conclusion of service or time of death: 

a. At least ten years of local service to the community 
b. Shown outstanding assistance or support of the local park system 
c. Major financial donor to the park system 
d. A historical figure or family 

 
VIII. 

The City Council reserves all rights in the naming or renaming of all parks, 
park facilities, or open spaces. 

Final Determinations 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

City of Cottage Grove 
Naming/Renaming of Parks, Park Facilities, and 

Open Space Application 
 

 
Applicant Name:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:________________________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone Number: (H)________________________ (W)____________________ 
 
Existing Facility Name:____________________________________________________ 
 
Proposed Name/Rename: 1._________________________________________________ 
 
                                         2._________________________________________________ 
 
                                         3._________________________________________________ 
 
Please list reasons for proposed name(s): 

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________      

Jack Lavold

6859 Ideal Ave South

651-459-9981 or 651-402-4448

New Park near Robert's Lake

Peterson Park

Roger and Myra Peterson Park

Roger was a four term Mayor of Cottage Grove from 1972-1987.  He lived in Cottage Grove 

for over 40 years.  He was a member of the original Cottage Grove Jaycee's and Lion's Club. 


He served on the Board for Stone Soup Thrift Shop and was part of the Annual Cottage Grove 

Strawberry Festival Committee.    

He helped create the South Washington County Telecommunications Commission and the


creation of the local branch of the Youth Service Bureau.  Roger was married to Washington

County Commissioner Myra Peterson - who served on the Washington County Board for 17 

years.  She was instrumental at getting the design and funding for the Wakota Bridge.  She

helped create the Red Rock Corridor, was a supporter of the Youth Service Bureau and 
often held a local garden tour to raise funds in support of youth and families in need in 

Cottage Grove and Washington County.  

Both of them have a deep love for our community and worked together to help create the 

Cottage Grove, we have today.  I feel this new park location would be perfect since it is next to
a lake, woods and wildlife.  Myra has an amazing garden with a waterfall, feeders, and even 
though her home is in a residential neighborhood in Cottage Grove, her backyard looks like
she is in the country.  



To: Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission

From: Zac Dockter, Parks and Recreation Director

Date: February 24, 2025

Subject: East Ravine Park Planning

Introduction
As Cottage Grove developments continues east, staff has taken time to analyze future park plans east 
of Keats Avenue.  Analysis includes identification of both land acreage and dollars needed to acquire 
and build out the parks planned for this area and allows for strategizing attainment of master plan 
goals.  This report is focused on the land between 70th Street to 85th Street (north/south) and Lamar 
Avenue and Keats Avenue (east/west).

Background
At the last Commission meeting, staff presented a report that sought feedback from Commissioners as 
City Council ponders how best to finance the land acquisition and park construction needs of the East 
Ravine Park and Trail Master Plan.  That original report with the master plan with this report.

The Commission asked for more information from staff to help prioritize the plan concepts.  Those 
requests with staff responses are:

1. Information on whether a public school intends to be a part of the development area.
Staff Response: There is no current plan for a public school in this area

2. Natural resources inventory.
a. Staff Response: Included with this report is the natural resources inventory pertaining to 

this area.
3. Information on land use plan.

Staff Response: Community Development Director Schmitz states the following:
A large majority of the density on the east side of Keats Ave. is planned for low-density 
residential.  I am not certain what their definition of high density is but I anticipate a 
diversity of housing options that are consistent with other areas of the community with 
sporadic high density projects.

The entire ‘neighborhood 1’ in the East Ravine, north of 70th south of Woodbury boarder 
is likely a larger area and higher density then the entire ‘neighborhood 2’, east of Keats 
north of 85th and south of 70th.

Staff Recommendation
Receive East Ravine Park and Trail Master Plan analysis and provide guidance for future financial and 
development planning.  Staff recommends the following language be added as an addendum to the 
East Ravine Park and Trails Master Plan as correspondence from the March 10, 2025 Parks, 
Recreation and Natural Resources Commission Meeting:

Site A/B: This is the highest priority site for acquisition due to natural resources along with flat 
land for active recreation area development.  This would be a community park.  There are high 
volumes of natural resources including a lake, woodlands and prairie (including documented 



threatened prairie species such as Kitten Tails) and provides a great opportunity to protect, 
restore and preserve natural habitats.

Site E: This is a low priority site but was considered a recreational opportunity given the 
knoll/elevation experience while also having the potential for low cost acquisition because it is a 
future water tower site.  This could be a mini-park with just a playground and landscaping similar 
to Meadowgrass Park which would minimize construction and acquisition costs.  Or, this sie 
could be removed entirely if it is deemed the services are not needed for the neighborhood(s).  
However, trail connections to other nearby parks should remain a priority.  There are minimal 
natural resources that are a priority to protect or restore here.

Site F: This is a low priority site but was considered a recreational opportunity if the stormwater 
design allowed for appropriate land acquisition at minimal cost.  It could also just be a mini park 
or be funded/maintained by an Homeowners Association if the City does not desire to fund this 
park site.  However, trail connections to other nearby parks should remain a priority, particularly 
if there is not a park in this location. There are minimal natural resources that are a priority to 
protect or restore here.

Site G: This park is a high priority site due to its’ location between major roads and as a 
trailhead to CG Regional Park.  It also compliments the nearby civic campus.  Depending on the 
final housing type(s), staff believes it is most likely to be a standard neighborhood park as 
defined by the Comprehensive Plan.  But given its’ proximity to the trails and open spaces of the 
regional park, it could be reduced to a mini park if service needs are minimal.

Trails: Currently there are two trail segments connecting parks E and F.  This was originally 
designed to transport multiple neighborhoods to park and open spaces via a trail system.  
However, the west trail connection could certainly be eliminated and neighborhood connections 
be installed to utilize the main easterly trail if the layout of the neighborhood allows for safe 
pedestrian travel throughout.  Doing so would reduce land acquisition and trail construction 
costs while keeping the trail access priority along the waterway and open space areas.

In general, an interconnected trail system that safely connects residents and visitors to parks is 
a high priority of this plan.  As development occurs, final trail locations must be identified to 
assure all residents have a park within a 10-mile walk while also giving opportunities to connect 
with nature through greenways.  A well-designed and strategized trail system can reduce, but 
not eliminate, the need for recreational services and spaces within this future development area.































To: Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission

From: Zac Dockter, Parks and Recreation Director

Date: January 29, 2025

Subject: East Ravine Park Planning

Introduction
As Cottage Grove developments continues east, staff has taken time to analyze future park plans east 
of Keats Avenue.  Analysis includes identification of both land acreage and dollars needed to acquire 
and build out the parks planned for this area and allows for strategizing attainment of master plan 
goals.  This report is focused on the land between 70th Street to 85th Street (north/south) and Lamar 
Avenue and Keats Avenue (east/west).

Parks and Trails
The East Ravine Parks and Trails Master Plan was originally adopted by City Council and the Parks, 
Recreation and Natural Resources Commission in 2021.  It was later updated in 2023.  The current 
master plan is included with this report.  It calls for inclusion of the following recreational elements:

One Community Park
Three Neighborhood Parks
Extensive Trail Network Throughout Development

The Community Park is estimated at 139 total acres.  This would include active and passive 
recreational areas along with nearly 74 acres of Vandenberg Lake and natural space.  The City is 
anticipating the South Washington Watershed District to pursue acquisition of the 74 acres of lake and 
natural space as part of their Groundwater Protection Plan.  The remaining 65 acres of the park as 
planned would be acquired utilizing land dedication requirements and/or cash.  Additionally, 
construction of the park as is estimated at $10M.

The three neighborhood parks are each estimated at 5 acres in size but may include additional open 
space as development occurs.  Additional open spaces near neighborhood parks often include ponds, 
trailway corridors or undevelopable spaces and are acquired with little to no resources necessary from 
the City.  Construction cost of each neighborhood park is estimated at $700,000 which includes 
moderate site grading, utilities, a picnic shelter, sport court, playground, trails, irrigation and 
landscaping.  

Master Plan Cost Summary
Staff has estimated total land and construction costs and compared those against anticipated park 
dedication land and revenue ordinance requirements.  

Park Land Acquisition Analysis
Planned Municipal Park Land Acreage: 77.5 acres
Park Land Acquired Through Development: 43.71 acres
Remaining Park Land To Be Acquired: 33.79 acres
Land Acquisition Dollars Needed ($85k/acre): $2,872,150



Park Construction Analysis
Planned Municipal Park Construction Costs: $12,100,000
Park Dedication Revenues: ($2,607,500)
Construction Dollars Needed: $9,492,500

Total Cash Needed for Master Plan: $12,364,650

City Council Review
During the City Council’s Strategic Planning Session in January, Councilmembers reviewed the 
aforementioned data.  Council suggested the Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission 
review the master plan and provide feedback on park service areas in order to assist them in 
developing a financing strategy for this future development area.

Considerations
When park master plans are launched, the design team starts with identification of any key natural 
resources, historical locations or otherwise unique opportunities to preserve important public spaces for 
future generations.  Additionally, the team studies zoning, comprehensive planning, housing 
projections, recreation service area mapping, planned roadways, utility locations, grading, 
constructability, land ownership and much more.  With all those considerations, park and major trailway 
locations are mapped in an effort to assure all residents have quality access to the parks and natural 
spaces that we believe improves livability and wellness in Cottage Grove.

However, as area development nears, it is not uncommon to revisit park master plans to assure the 
strategy remains relevant.  Road realignments, housing/commercial use shifts and/or development 
phasing can all have an impact on the master plan.  And now appears to be a good time to revisit the 
East Ravine Park and Trails Master Plan.

Attached with this report are service radius maps.  The City generally tries to achieve these park 
service radiuses across the community.  In review of those maps, there is considerable overlap which 
may offer discussion on the reduction of future park acquisition.  Staff is asking the Commission to 
review those service radius maps, compare against the master plan (which includes individual park 
descriptions/rationale) and offer direction on retaining or amending the East Ravine Parks and Trails 
Master Plan.

Cost Consideration
Given the ask of the Commission on this topic, it seems valuable to provide an analysis of the cost 
impact of removing one neighborhood park.

Neighborhood Park Value
Land Cost (5 acres) $425,000
Construction Cost $700,000
Total Neighborhood Park Cost $1,125,000

Staff Recommendation
Receive East Ravine Park and Trail Master Plan analysis and provide guidance for future financial and 
development planning.

























































To: Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission

From:
CC:

Zac Dockter, Parks and Recreation Director

Date: May 6, 2025

Subject: June Meeting

Introduction/Background
For the June meeting, the Commission typically takes a bus tour of the parks or has a field 
meeting at a park.  Last year we celebrated the Glacial Valley Park grand opening.  Staff is 
asking for guidance on the June meeting format.

Staff Recommendation
Provide staff direction for June meeting.



To: Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission

From:
CC:

Zac Dockter, Parks and Recreation Director

Date: January 28, 2025

Subject: Action Updates

Introduction/Background
Staff will present on the following topics:

1. Denzer Park
2. Granada Park Parking
3. Cottage Grove Trailway Corridor Habitat Restoration 
4. Oltman Park
5. Mississippi Dunes Park
6. Kingston Park Building

Staff Recommendation
Receive information.



To: Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission

From:
CC:

Jordan Hirman, Facility Services Manager

Date: May, 2025

Subject: Update on Ice Arena Activities

Below is an overview of Ice Arena Activities that are complete, projects/programs we are working on, and 
upcoming projects/programs:

COMPLETED PROJECTS/PROGRAMS
• Co-Hosted Egg Hunt with Recreation on April 12 with 550 tickets sold.
• Co-Hosted Inflatable Fun Fest with Recreation on April 21st with 300 tickets sold.
• Completed indoor turf season with 213 hours and over $17,000 in revenue.
• Scheduled 6 Spring/Summer tournaments.
• Spring Skating Lessons with 145 participants.
• Spring preventative HVAC maintenance completed by Kraft Mechanical.
• Worked with Recreation and Discover Cottage Grove and updated the lobby brochure information holder 

for a more modern look.
• Solor panel project with nearly 500 solar panels on the West Rink roof went online Friday, April 25th. 

CURRENT PROJECTS/PROGRAMS
• West Rink Ice install May 1st with first user scheduled for May 9th.  
• Booking Spring/Summer clinics and schools for 2025.
• Scheduling City programs for the Fall and Winter.
• CGHA scheduling for the 2025/26 hockey season.
• Training in full time Ice Arena Specialist. 
• Reaching out to customers to gain ideas on what they would like to see for a potential remodel of the 

inside of the Ice Arena. 

UPCOMING PROJECTS/PROGRAMS
• 2025 Cottage Grove Ice Show “Skate-Tacular Soundtracks” May 17th.  
• Spring/Summer Camps and Clinics
• Removal of CG Logistics Rink scheduled for May 8th to let boards relax and repaint the rink on June 2nd. 
• Install West Rink for week of June 3rd. Over 560 hours booked June 10th through August 28th. 
• Maintenance: clean rink glass/boards, wash bleachers and locker rooms, compressor maintenance, 

resurfacer maintenance, ice maintenance, miscellaneous lighting replacement.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call us at 651-458-3400.



To: Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission

From: Jim Fohrman, Parks Superintendent

Date: May 6, 2025

Subject: Park Maintenance Activity Update

Below are the projects for the Parks Maintenance division.  The projects are either in the 
process of being completed or have been completed.

April 1-15
Fixed windscreen around town
Fencing on ballfields and courts
Install goal standards soccer/lacrosse
Inspect summer equipment
Drinking fountains put together 
Paint fields
Turn water on at dog park
Bolt down portable restrooms
Ballfield prep and drag
Trash run
Shade structures at Highlands
Work on infields
Roll fields
Playground mulch
Hydroseed: Hearthside, Pine Tree Pond, 
Hemmingway
Stump grinding
April 16-30
Remove turf on West rink
Ballfield dragging/grading
Install garbage cans
Arbor day planting 4/24
Tennis/basketball nets
Sunscreen Hamlet # 2



Irrigation
6-month seasonal staff start 
Shade structure installs Hamlet
Shelters at Granada
Trash run
Paint fields
Lamar net installed
May 1-15
Remove ice on North rink
Bocce ball court prep
Spring cleanup 
Trash run
Crabgrass/fertilizing
Irrigation
Seasonal Employee Training 5/12
Backflow inspections and repair
Install Paddle boat Highlands
Ballfield maintenance
Spraying of parks
Plows to old town
Remove the rink at Woodridge
Rough cutting (prairie and dog park)
Paint fields
Plant trees at Hamlet
May 16-31
Irrigation
Fountain at City Hall
Turf spraying
Landscape bed maintenance/weeding
Wash shelters
Yang rental
Ballfield maintenance
Splash pads start up
spray weeds in playgrounds
Kayak install
Install volleyball nets
Paint fields



Trash run
Rec softball tournament
Remove the playgrounds at Hardwood and 
Belden
Seasonal training 5/19



 
 
Memo 
 
To: Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission 
 
From: Molly Pietruszewski, Recreation Services Manager 
 
Date: 4/30/2025 
 
Re: May 2025 Meeting Update 
 

 
Please feel free to call or email with any questions or comments, 651-458-3404. 

 
Egg Hunt – April 12 
550 Tickets Sold 
Annual community event 
Eight Sessions 
Photos with the Bunny 
 

Inflatable Fun Fest – April 21 
300 Tickets Sold 
New event in 2025 
Three Sessions 
Will host again 
 

 

   

  

 



To: Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources Commission

From:
CC:

Dennis Neitz, River Oaks General Manager
Zac Dockter, Parks and Recreation Director

Date: May 3, 2025

Subject: River Oaks Updates

+900 rounds (+29%) in April 25’ compared to April 24’
+$37,708 in golf revenue (+24%) in April 25’ compared to April 24’
+$6962 in clubhouse revenue (+10%) in April 25 compared to April 24’
+$44,670 in total revenue (+20%) in April 25 compared to April 24’

• Summer grill menu is available (Based on Weather)
• Leagues are all starting for the season
• Working with PW to redo cart path #6 to #7
• Clearing out area between #13 and #14 (Underbrush)
• Course is in great condition
• Implemented our new POS in both golf and food/beverage sides
• Busy couple months with events coming up

































Washington County Parks and Open Spaces Commission 

March 20, 2025 

A. Agenda below


B. January 16, 2025 unapproved minutes are below. I was not able to attend this 
meeting, but normally these are approved with only minor changes.


C. NEW BUSINESS


A. Natural Resources update - report below

A. Tree Trek plan for CG Ravine along paved trail

B. 2024 Annual Stewardship Report - summary is in the report. I have the 

entire report as well, only 18 pages but a lot of info.


B. Equity Updates - report attached. The training for commissioners was 
approved for October 9th.


C. Legislative Updates - verbal; Letters of Support [attached]


D. Pine Point Regional Park Kiosk - verbal


D. Park updates - document attached 

E. If you have any questions or want copies of other items on the agenda, please 
let me know.


Dave Olson
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North Shop | 11660 Myeron Road North | Stillwater, MN 55082-9537 
P: 651-430-4300 | F: 651-430-4350 | TTY: 651-430-6246 

www.co.washington.mn.us 

 
Washington County is an equal opportunity organization and employer 

 

PUBLIC WORKS 
Wayne Sandberg, P.E., Director, County Engineer 

Frank D. Ticknor, P.E., Deputy Director 

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE COMMISSION AGENDA 
Thursday, March 20th, 2025 / 6:00 p.m. 

Washington County Public Works Room 1244 
11660 Myeron Rd. N 

Stillwater, MN  55082 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

II. ROLL CALL 
 

III. COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
a. January 16th, 2025 

  
VI. OLD BUSINESS 

 
VII. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Natural Resource Updates Theresa Friendshuh  30 min. 
b. Equity Updates Elena Schewe 15 min. 
c. Legislative Updates/Letters of Support Alex McKinney 10 min. 
d. Pine Point Regional Park Kiosk Alex McKinney 10 min. 

 
VIII. INFORMATION / UPDATES 

a. Board Updates  Comm. Clasen 5 min. 
 

IX. NON-AGENDA ITEMS (GROUP DISCUSSION) 
 

X. ADJOURN  
 

NEXT MEETING ON MARCH 20 AT WASHINGTON COUNTY PUBLICS WORKS  
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Telephone: 651-430-4300 • Fax: 651-430-4350 • TTY: 651-430-6246 

www.washingtoncountymn.gov 
 

Washington County is an equal opportunity organization and employer 

PUBLIC WORKS 
Wayne Sandberg, P.E., Director, County Engineer 

Frank D. Ticknor, P.E., Deputy Director 

PARKS AND OPEN SPACE COMMISSION 
DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, January 16, 2025 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Anne Siess called to order the Parks and Open Space Commission (POSC) meeting at 6:00 p.m. The 
meeting was held at Historic Courthouse, in Stillwater MN.  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present:  Anne Siess, Chair 

Ben Meyer, Jyneen Thatcher, Gary Severson, Michael Kraemer, Jim Kelly, Meri 
Danielson, Dave Olson, Tammy McColloch, Corcoran Wicker, Tori Dupre, Kevin 
Smith 

Members Absent:   None 
Staff present: Alex McKinney, Emily Jorgensen, Serena Raths, Connor Schaefer 
Others Present:   Commissioner Michelle Clasen 
 
Comments from the Public 
None 
 
Election of Chair and Vice Chair 
 
Election of Chair: 
Michael Kraemer motioned to nominate Anne Siess for the position of Chair.  The motion was seconded 
by Jim Kelly.  With no other nominations, a white ballot was called, all in favor.  Anne Siess elected as 
chair.    
 
Election of Vice Chair: 
Dave Olson nominated Cork Wicker for the position of vice chair.  The motion was seconded by Meri 
Danielson.  With no other nominations, all in favor.  Cork Wicker was elected as vice chair.   
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Motion by Dave Olson, seconded by Michael Kraemer, to approve the agenda.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 



 

Motion by Tori Dupri, seconded by Jyneen Thatcher, to approve the November 21, 2024, POSC minutes, 
as written.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
OLD BUSINESS  
Parks and Open Space Commission Ordinance Update 
Presented by Alex McKinney, Parks Director  
 
Alex reviewed discussion topics from the November 21st meeting, updates to the POSC Ordinance and 
requested a motion of support.  The ensuing discussion covered several key points including term limits, 
WACO policy #6006, DEI (Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion), Land Water Legacy Program, and added 
responsibilities.  
 
Tori Dupri moves to support the proposed ordinance and recommends approval to the Washington 
County Board of Commissioners, seconded by Dave Olson, all in favor.  Motion carried.  
 
NEW BUSINESS  
 
Land and Water Legacy Program: Thomas Project  
Presented by Serena Raths, Planner I-Office of Administration 
 
Serena presented the Thomas Project, a potential Land and Water Legacy Program (LWLP) initiative 
located in Afton.  This 5.2 acre property aligns with the long term vision for the Valley Creek Greenway 
due to its natural features and its location.  The project is a collaborative effort involving Washington 
County, Belwin Conservancy and the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources.  
Funding for the Thomas project comes from two main sources.  

1. The 2024-2026 interim fund, approved though by the county board on May 21, 2024.  
2. Grant funds awarded by the DNR.  

The conservation easement for the property has been appraised at $395,000.  Washington County will 
be the sole holder of this easement and will be responsible for its monitoring, which typically involves 
annual site visits to ensure compliance with the easement terms.  The project builds upon previous 
conserving efforts, demonstrating the county’s ongoing commitment to preserving natural spaces.   
 
Serenna then presented an overview of the Thomas and Cremens Conservation Easement Stewardship 
Plan for restoration and management.   The plan, developed with recommendations from the Belwin 
Conservancy, outlined management zones including lowlands, bluffs and ravines, bluff prairies and 
savanna, creekside meadow.   POSC was requested to review the plan provide and provide comments 
and questions by January 30.   
 
Parks Financial Analysis Study 
Presented by Connor Schaefer- Senior Planner 
 
Connor introduced a new project called the Parks Financial Analysis Study.  Washington County has 
initiated a comprehensive study to evaluate the funding requirements for its parks division.  This year 
long project aims to assess current revenue generation strategies and explore alternative methods to 



 

ensure adequate resources for park maintence, operations, and expansion.  This study will scrutinize 
various funding sources with particular attention given to vehicle permits, which currently account for 
20% of park financing.  
Two consultants have been engaged in this project:  

1. Viable City: Tasked with providing demographics data and analysis 
2. Ehler: Leading the study as public finance experts 

The county has drawn inspiration from similar studies conducted by other agencies including Three 
Rivers Parks and Dakota County to inform their approach.  Upon completion, the study’s findings will be 
presented to this committee for recommendations.  
 
2025 Proposed Work Plan  
Alex presented the 2025 work plan for this commission and noted that the plan can be flexible as 
needed and an additional special meeting may be discussed later.    
 
INFORMATION/UPDATES  
Board updates by Commissioner Michelle Clausen 
Commission Clausen attended a demonstration on mobile biochar kilns with Great River Greening.  
Presented with Alex to the Governor’s office (alongside other agencies, commissioners, and a lobbyist) 
issues including Hardwood Creek, plans such as connecting trails, and funding because legislation is not 
allotting funds.  The board adopted a resolution to acquire approximately 80 acres near Big Marine Park 
which will be a critical connection for that park.  Snowmobile grant from the state of MN, adopted a 
resolution to participate in the MN DNR Snowmobile assistance program to administer a grant to the 
Star Trail Association.   
 
Park and Legislative updates 
Alex walked through the bond requests supported by Washington County, that impact parks and trails.  
They include:  

1. Lighted trails at Cottage Grove Ravine 
2. Stone Bridge Trail connection project 
3. Hardwood creek regional trail extension 
4. Metropolitan Regional Park System 
5. Wood waste and diseased tree (Public Health initiative) 

 
Non-Agenda Items 
none 
 
ADJOURNMENT  
Motion by Cork Wicker, seconded by Dave Olson, to adjourn the meeting. All in favor. Motion carried.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:35 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted, Rebecca Denn 



Natural Resources Updates

POSC 
March 20, 2025
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Overview
• Tree Trek Program Introduction & Proposal
• 2024 Annual Stewardship Report 
• Questions
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Tree Trek Program
• Started by the University of Minnesota’s 

Urban Forestry, Outreach, Research Nursery 
and Lab

• Self-guided tour that leads park users to 
different tree species

• Encourages engagement with the trees in 
parks and educates the public

• Each tree has a sign with information about 
the specific tree species
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Proposed Tree Trek Location
• Tree Trek at Cottage Grove Ravine Regional 

Park
• On the paved sidewalk, from the 

playground to the kayak launch
• Marking at least 10 trees along the path
• Considerations included maintenance, native 

species, visibility, and access
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Questions
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2024 Annual Stewardship Report
• First report created in 2023, in response to a 

feedback from the Commission.
• Provides an overview of stewardship 

occurring across the park system, program 
accomplishments, operational details, 
community engagement and partnerships, 
project results, and an outlook of goals and 
status of conversations. 



Highlights
• Grants

• 8 active grants, $431,145
• Received 2 new Conservation Partner  

Legacy grants
• Planted 2,000 bareroot trees and shrubs in 

Lake Elmo Park Reserve
• Prescribed Burning

• Burned 22.5 acres
• Created a prescribed burn List Serv
• Held open house and training for Lake 

Elmo Fire Department
• Solarized smooth brome and seeded with 

native prairie seeds harvested from the 
parks
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Maintenance (acres)
Prescribed burning 0 1.5 0 0 0 0.2 20 0 0 22 83

Prescribed grazing 0 0 10 4 0 0 14 64

Noxious weed control  0 4 0 0 0 55 44 0 14 0 118 50

Shrub control 0 0 0 0 21 48 17 0 86 115

Thin or harvest 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9

Cropland 25 19 90 118 252 252

Restoration and Enhancement 
Establishment mow/hay (ac) 0 8 0 20 39 0 67 97

Shrub or tree removal (ac) 0 7 0 0 0 0 25 0 0 0 31 21

Seeding (ac) 0 12 0 0 0 18 21 0 0 51 142

Planting – trees and shrubs N N N N N N Y Y N N

Planting – forbs N N N N N Y Y N N N

Monitoring 
Site visit(s) Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Bird survey Y N N N Y N N N

Deer survey N N N N Y N Y N

Vegetation survey N Y N N Y N Y N Y N

Land Stewardship
2024 vs 2023
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Upcoming Goals 
2025 Goals
• Hire and train in a FTE Natural Resource Land 

Steward
• Implement 200 acres of prescribed fire use across 

the park system.
• Develop a pine stand improvement strategy for St. 

Croix Bluffs Regional Park, Pine Point Regional 
Park, and Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park.
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Ongoing Conversations 
• Invasive shrubs and need for land stewardship
• Big Marine Park Reserve natural resource stewardship 

plan 

• Pine stand management throughout the park system
• Five-year cropland bid development and 

implementation
• Wood waste improvements

• Foraging



Questions?



Parks Equity 2025
By Parks Equity Coordinator, Elena Schewe



2

Agenda

Cultural Arts Festival Themes – Action item for recommendation

Art in the Parks 

POSC Equity Training – Action item for recommendation

Equity Overview
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Equity Initiatives
• Increase outdoor access to underrepresented 

communities in Washington County through 
outdoor recreational programs

• Includes, but not limited to:
• BIPOC
• Ages 65+
• LGBTQIA+
• Accessibility (physical and/or cognitive)
• Low-income


4

Parks Equity Initiatives Timeline 
Free Annual Park Pass (PHE) 

PHE purchased 312 annual park passes. 
Field workers & CHWs distribute the park 

passes to clients.

Parks Equity Initiatives

PHE, CSD, and Parks staff met in-person to 
discuss equity initiatives to increase outdoor 
access for everyone. CHWs and Parks Equity 
Coordinator started their role in the county.

2021 2022 2023 2024

Received equity grants

Parks received multiple equity grants 
from Metropolitan Council to improve 

park system.

Parks Equity Coordinator

Grant-funded position approved into 
2024 County Budget. Opens up 

position to opportunities beyond grant 
proposal. 
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Parks Equity Initiatives Timeline 

Cultural Arts Festival

Equity grant-funded LARGE community 
engagement event

Received equity grants

Parks received multiple equity grants 
from Metropolitan Council to improve 

park system.

Park Permits Feasibility Study

Equity research shows vehicle permits act as a 
barrier to park visitation. Contracted Feasibility 
Study to define and predict impact of vehicle 

permits on the county parks system 

2024 2024 2024-
26 2027

Parks Outreach Van

Equity grant-funded 12-passenger van 
arrived for Parks-On-the-Go outreach. 
Allows for more pop-up programs and 

community engagement. 



Equity grant-based programs - 2024

Learn to 
Paddle - 
Kayaking
Private and 
private sessions

Partnered with 
Wild Rivers 
Conservancy 

Adult Learn to 
Bike

June and July 
courses

Free bike, helmet, 
lock, and lights

Partnered with 
Bicycle Alliance of 
MN (BIKE MN)

BIPOC 
Connect 

Free park 
opportunities 
focused on 
welcoming Black, 
Indigenous, and 
People of Color

All are welcome

Flock 
Together

Family-based bird 
event and BIPOC 
Connect 
opportunity 

Partnered with 
Urban Bird 
Collective

Dia de 
Muertos 
Celebracion  
Culturally 
significant 
program 

Bilingual program

Partnered with 
Wash Co Libraries

Nature Based 
Healing 
Training
For county staff 
and providers to 
promote the parks 
as safe spaces to 
meet with clients

Partnered with 
Wash Co PHE and 
Community 
Services 
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Outreach Events

Career & Resource Fairs Living Healthy Washington 
County Events 

SoWashCo School District 
Skoolie Nights



Other Initiatives…

• Translations
• GRIT Freedom Chair
• Action Trackchair 
• Trails at Your Pace
• Private Programs
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Parks and Open Space Equity Training
• Training for POSC members 

to learn more about key life 
concepts that encompass 
the experiences of all county 
residents 

• Hosted by Washington 
County’s Train-the-Trainer 
Cohort

• October 16th, 5-8 p.m. at 
Lake Elmo Park Reserve’s 
Nordic Center

DEI Foundational Training: Beyond Diversity 101

Tentative Course Topics:

•Defining and recognizing bias, racism, and other key DEI concepts
•Comparing implicit bias, explicit bias, and institutional/structural forces
•Leading nuanced conversations with inclusive communication
•Promoting effective allyship in organizational contexts
•Supporting anti-racist workplaces with proper tools, policies, and 
practices
•Thriving as an increasingly diverse county
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POSC Equity Training Recommendation 

Does the POSC recommend moving forward with foundational equity training hosted 
by Washington County’s Train-the-Trainer Cohort? 



2024 Met Council Equity Grants
Project Title Description Request - Type Request - 

Amount
St Croix Bluffs RP Hilltop Area 
Improvements

Additional funding for accessible and sensory play area 
design and equipment

Capital $100,000

LEPR Mountain Bike Intro-skills 
Area

Additional bike trail with skill-building features, located 
near new play area. Targeted to new users, young riders

Capital $75,000

Action Trackchair All terrain accessible trail and trailer for storage and 
transport

Capital $25,000

Parks-Native American Historical 
Cultural Study

Work to develop relationship with local tribes, to 
document history and identify steps for parks to improve 
interpretation, programming, and management of parks.

Programming $125,000

Cultural Arts Festival Large kickoff to summer event, showcasing music, 
performance, and art representative of the diversity of 
the region.

Programming $45,000

Water Safety Program (multiple 
years)

Provide safety tip and demonstrations for families to learn 
how to be safe and more comfortable in water and on 
boats. Lifejackets included.

Programming $20,000

Social Media – Awareness 
Marketing (joint with Anoka Co.)

Implement a social media based awareness campaign to 
increase awareness of regional parks. May include 
partnerships with influencers, SEO improvements, other 
social media advertising.

Programming $10,000/$10,000



Interactive slides ahead!
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Art in the Parks 

Cultural Arts Festival 

Current art 

Art wants 

Art examples in parks

Why art in our parks?



Why art in our parks?
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Art examples in other parks

Sculptures
Seen in gardens, as memorials, and can 

portray different emotions

Installation usually requires concrete below 
or strong materials to withstand weather

Mural
Seen on structures and buildings, displayed 

throughout communities usually with a 
message or experience depicted 

Experienced design and painter

https://www.voyageurs.org/news/sam-
zimmerman-mural 

Nature Based
Less common, traditional outside art 

method

Can showcase natural resources within the 
park such as geological features, native 

plants, and more

This Photo by Unknown Author is  licensed under CC 
BY-NC-ND



Art examples in other parks cont.



Art examples in other parks cont.
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Current art

01 Interpretive Signs
Not art forward but includes interpretation of natural resources with pictures, can be art

02 Exhibits
At the courthouse, historical in nature but have done art shows in the past

03 Rotating photo display
For annual vehicle permit photo contest

04 Guide to Parks
Includes description and user-friendly design to learn about parks
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Cultural Arts Festival

Cultural Arts Festival

Grand opening of curated art

Installation

Work with maintenance 
Bring in Forecast Art 

Help with artists call or RFP if 
needed 

https://forecastpublicart.org
/consulting/ 

Artists Call

Set contract and vision
Create maintenance plan

Initial Stakeholder Engagement

Parks Art Committee
POSC brainstorm

Set art wants – goals and 
features

Feb
/March 

2025

Summer 
2025

Winter 
2026

Spring 
2027

June
2027



• Started February 
2025

• Created due to 
want for more art in 
the parks 

• For feedback, 
suggestions, and 
communication 
around art  

• Includes staff 
representatives

• Guest Services
• Maintenance

N t l R   

Goal: Create a semi-permanent art installation that positively influences park 
guests' visit

Objectives: 
1. Curate art in the parks that portrays the richness of community within our 

park
2. Curate art in the parks that is educational and interactive 

Audience: Washington County park users, residents, non-users, youth, families, 
underrepresented populations (65+, LGBTQ, BIPOC, persons with a disability)

Success indicators: 
1. visitors feel a sense of belonging from the added art
2. the art portrays a relatable experience of underrepresented park vis itors
3. the curated art positively portrays Washington County Parks



Art Wants – does POSC have suggestions?

23
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Cultural Arts Festival Themes Recommendation
• The following themes for the Washington County Cultural Arts Festival have been 

determined as the potential 2027 event theme:

1. Everybody Has a Right to Nature
2. Reflections
3. Where Inspiration (or Connection) Grows
4. New Beginnings 
5. Art in the Open

Does the POSC recommend any of the 5 themes for the 2027 Washington County 
Cultural Arts Festival? If yes, which theme are you most interested in?
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PUBLIC WORKS 
Wayne Sandberg, P.E., Director, County Engineer 

Frank D. Ticknor, P.E., Deputy Director 

March 20, 2025 
 
Dear Representative, 
 
The Washington County Parks and Open Space Commission requests your support of three projects that will 
greatly enhance the quality of life for Washington County residents and neighboring communities.  Impacts of 
these projects will improve mental health, physical wellbeing, appreciation of our natural resources, and positive 
economic impacts.   
 
The three projects, listed below, total a request of $6 million in state bonds. 
 

Project Bill #s Goal State  Local 
Agency  

Estimated 
Total 

Cottage Grove Ravine 
Regional Park Trail Lights 

HF 1195 
SF 1293 

Install trail lighting for expanded park use, 
improved visitor experiences and safety. 

$2M $150,000 $2.15M 

Hardwood Creek 
Regional Trail Extension 

HF 233 
SF 919 

Complete a one-mile gap that connects 40+ 
miles between St. Paul and North Branch 

$1M $2M $3M 

Brown’s Creek State Trail 
Connection 

HF 209 
SF 918 

Complete a trail connection between CSAH 
5 (Stonebridge Tr.) and Brown’s Creek State 
Trail 

$3M $6M $9M 

 
Lighted trails at Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park will extend the use of the park, enhance safety, and provide 
both mental and physical health benefits to visitors. There is strong community support for this project, not only 
from individual skiers, hikers, and trail runners, but also large community events.  
 
Completing the one-mile gap in the Hardwood Creek Regional Trail will encourage all Minnesotans – particularly 
our youth – to engage in physical activity and connect more than 40 miles of regional trails from Ramsey, Anoka, 
Washington, and Chisago Counties.   
 
Similarly, completing the Brown’s Creek State Trail Connection from CSAH 5 (Stonebridge Trail) will create a safe, 
accessible, and ADA compliant link to City of Stillwater neighborhoods.  Without this improvement, users must use 
an uneven, unsanctioned footpath down a steep ravine. 
 
Washington County owns, operates, and maintains parks, regional trails, a conservation area, and the oldest 
standing courthouse in the state of Minnesota.  These amenities are visited more than 1.9 million times annually, 
and residents have consistently singled out parks and trails as some of the county’s most visible and well-used 
services.  Please support HF 1195, HF 233, and HF 209. Such an investment will benefit generations of Washington 
County residents, Minnesotans and visitors who come to the region.  
 
 



 
  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Anne Siess, Washington County Parks and Open Space Commission Chair 
 
Ben Meyer, District 1       Jyneen Thatcher, District 1 
Greg Severson, District 2      Michael Kraemer, District 2 
James Kelly, District 3       Anne Siess, Chair, District 3 
Dave Olson, District 4       Meri Danielson, District 4 
Corcoran Wicker, Vice Chair, District 5     Tammy McCulloch, District 5 
Tori Dupre, At-Large       Kevin Smith, At-Large 
Michelle Clasen, Parks and Open Space Board Liaison, Washington County Commissioner, District 5 
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these projects will improve mental health, physical wellbeing, appreciation of our natural resources, and positive 
economic impacts.   
 
The three projects, listed below, total a request of $6 million in state bonds. 
 

Project Bill #s Goal State  Local 
Agency  

Estimated 
Total 

Cottage Grove Ravine 
Regional Park Trail Lights 

HF 1195 
SF 1293 

Install trail lighting for expanded park use, 
improved visitor experiences and safety. 

$2M $150,000 $2.15M 
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Complete a one-mile gap that connects 40+ 
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$1M $2M $3M 

Brown’s Creek State Trail 
Connection 
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SF 918 

Complete a trail connection between CSAH 
5 (Stonebridge Tr.) and Brown’s Creek State 
Trail 

$3M $6M $9M 

 
Lighted trails at Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park will extend the use of the park, enhance safety, and provide 
both mental and physical health benefits to visitors. There is strong community support for this project, not only 
from individual skiers, hikers, and trail runners, but also large community events.  
 
Completing the one-mile gap in the Hardwood Creek Regional Trail will encourage all Minnesotans – particularly 
our youth – to engage in physical activity and connect more than 40 miles of regional trails from Ramsey, Anoka, 
Washington, and Chisago Counties.   
 
Similarly, completing the Brown’s Creek State Trail Connection from CSAH 5 (Stonebridge Trail) will create a safe, 
accessible, and ADA compliant link to City of Stillwater neighborhoods.  Without this improvement, users must use 
an uneven, unsanctioned footpath down a steep ravine. 
 
Washington County owns, operates, and maintains parks, regional trails, a conservation area, and the oldest 
standing courthouse in the state of Minnesota.  These amenities are visited more than 1.9 million times annually, 
and residents have consistently singled out parks and trails as some of the county’s most visible and well-used 
services.  Please support SF 1293, SF 919 and SF 918. Such an investment will benefit generations of Washington 
County residents, Minnesotans and visitors who come to the region.  
 
 



 
  
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Anne Siess, Washington County Parks and Open Space Commission Chair 
 
Ben Meyer, District 1       Jyneen Thatcher, District 1 
Greg Severson, District 2      Michael Kraemer, District 2 
James Kelly, District 3       Anne Siess, Chair, District 3 
Dave Olson, District 4       Meri Danielson, District 4 
Corcoran Wicker, Vice Chair, District 5     Tammy McCulloch, District 5 
Tori Dupre, At-Large       Kevin Smith, At-Large 
Michelle Clasen, Parks and Open Space Board Liaison, Washington County Commissioner, District 5 
 



March 20th, 2025 Park Updates 

Programs and Events 

• Over 112 people visited the Winter Market at Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park on 
Saturday, January 18. The event featured seven craft vendors, D’s Kitchen Food 
Truck, and a nature craft activity. Despite an average temperature of just 8 degrees, 
many people were out on the lake enjoying ice fishing. 

• Parks hosted its 4th Annual Blizzard Bash on February 15 at Cottage Grove Ravine 
Regional Park, with approximately 250 attendees. The event invites visitors to 
explore and enjoy a variety of winter recreational activities. A "Learn to Ice Fish" 
demonstration, provided by Fishing for All, was a highlight, attracting 65 
participants. Guests also had the opportunity to enjoy free use of snowshoes and 
kick-sleds, winter-themed crafts, a bonfire, and delicious offerings from two food 
trucks. The day was made even more special by the fresh snowfall, creating a 
picturesque winter setting for all to enjoy. 

• On Saturday, February 15th, Parks hosted its first Adult Learn to Ski program. Through 
a new partnership with Minnesota Youth Ski League’s SkiSparks Saturday Club, 
Parks was able to pilot a beginners’ ski class with a total of 10 participants. 
Instructors taught cross country skiing basics such as equipment needed, striding 
techniques, and how to get back up from a fall. Each participant received a free buff 
and hat and left with knowledge to bring on their next skiing endeavor. Feedback 
from this program showed interest in follow up lessons and ski rentals at the parks.  

• On Monday, February 24th, Parks staff provided outreach activities and information 
at the Washington County Multilingual Resource Fair in partnership with Raices 
Latinas and SoWashCo Schools. Staff engaged with about 50 attendees through 
flyers, resources, and games and answering questions or sharing information.  

• The Historic Courthouse hosted its first Game Night program, a free program 
welcoming guests to enjoy a variety of board games within the setting of the historic 
building.  Several families joined in on the fun with staff available to help teach 
games and provide light refreshments.  

• Parks hosted its first community Winter Clothing Swap on January 25th at the 
Historic Courthouse. This swap brought many community members into drop-off 
locations including Lake Elmo Park Reserve, Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park, 
and the Historic Courthouse. In total, 175 clothing donations were claimed at the 
swap including 25 coats, 12 boots, and 28 pairs of mittens. Leftover donations not 



claimed at the swap will be donated to Valley Outreach’s Style Exchange thrift store 
where county residents can shop for gentle used clothing items for free. Positive 
participant feedback from this new event shared how great it felt to see the County 
practicing sustainability and promoting outdoor enjoyment for all by providing 
winter clothing staples to those in need.   
 

• Washington County Summer Camps continues to be a popular item.  This year 10 
camps are offered allowing up to 200 youth to participate in outdoor 
experiences.  Currently all camps are at full capacity with waitlists forming except 
for: 

o Outdoor Skills Camp June 30 – July 3rd has 7 available spaces 
o Outdoor Skills Camp August 11 – 14th has 2 available spaces 

 
Social Media Influencer Survey 

• Washington County and Anoka County seek to plan and implement an influencer 
partnership as part of a social media marke�ng campaign to increase awareness of 
regional parks and trails.  If you have any recommenda�ons for local influencers from 
the Twin Ci�es Metro area, specifically Washington and/or Anoka County, dedicated to 
sharing their love of the outdoors, please complete the short survey below. 

• Parks Social Media Influencer Survey 

History 

• Check out this video of Washington County Parks in 1997.  Nothing like nostalgia to 
remember the good old days!  Washington County Parks (1997) - Minnesota Digital 
Library 

Construction Updates 

• Lake Elmo Park Reserve Destination Play Structure 

o Work has commenced on the new destination play structure at Lake Elmo 
Park Reserve.  Contractors are removing any remaining play structures and 
digging out the base of the current container to prep for necessary site work 

• St. Croix Bluffs Hilltop Shelter 

o Work will begin next week at the Hilltop Shelter area of St. Croix 
Bluffs.  Beginning work will include pavilion restoration and beginning site 
work of the new restroom facility. 

 



Horse Trails Closed 

• Horse trails are now closed at Pine Point Regional Park and Lake Elmo Park Reserve 
until the spring melt concludes.  Horse trails will re-open no later than May 1st but 
may open sooner pending conditions.  The Gateway State Trail remains open for 
horseback riding. 

New Fishing Pier for Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park 

• On February 6th, the Met Council approved grant funding for $125,000 for a second 
fishing pier to be placed at Cottage Grove Ravine Regional Park.  The funding was 
appropriated from the 2024 legislative session.  The second pier at Cottage Grove 
Ravine Regional Park is proposed to go near the newly installed ADA canoe/kayak 
launch.   

Natural Resources 

• Natural Resource crews have been focusing on invasive species removal of 
buckthorn and honeysuckle removal at Lake Elmo Park Reserve and St. Croix Bluffs 
Regional Park. 

• A Short-eared Owl was spotted in a Washington County Park! This was a particularly 
exciting find, since the Short-eared Owl is a species of special concern in 
Minnesota. It is smaller than the more common owls in the state, like the Barred 
Owl and Great Horned Owl. Its bouncy, moth-like flight pattern helps set it apart 
from other owl species. Click here for more information from the MN DNR. 

80 acres to be added to Big Marine Park Reserve 

• The reimbursement for purchase of 80 acres located within the park master plan 
boundary of Big Marine Park Reserve was approved by the Metropolitan Council 
Parks and Open Space Commission last night (February 6th).  Final approval will now 
head to the Met Council to allow for 75% reimbursement of the purchase price of 
the property.  The 80 acres is a critical connection located west of the veterans rest 
camp.  Until restoration resources can be identified, the plan is to continue to lease 
the land for agricultural purposes.  The area highlighted in blue below is the location 
of the 80 acres.  The closing will occur this fall after the harvest. 

 



 

Jobs and Employment 

• Land Steward (Full Time)  

o Parks is hiring a full time natural resources land steward.  To learn more 
about the position, click here. 

• Seasonal Positions 

o Guest Services Attendant (Seasonal) 

o Parks and Outdoor Recreation Intern 

o Outdoor Recreation Instructor (Seasonal) 

o Lifeguard - $300 Hiring Bonus (Seasonal) 

o Beach Coordinator - $300 Hiring Bonus (Seasonal) 
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